THE JEWELS

A vaudeville of vengeance

Lord Ronald Gower

DUBLIN METROPOLITAN POLICE.

s

STOLEN
From a Safe in the Office of Arms,
Dublin Castle, during the past

month, supposed by means of a
false key.

Libretto: Peter Scott-Presland

Music: Robert Ely



Cast:

Sir Arthur Vicars 45 - Bass baritone

Silly, fussy, self-important with a liking for dressing up;

doubles with Edward VII 66, fat, bearded, booming but petulant.
Accustomed to getting own way.

Lord Ronald Gower 64 - Mezzo Soprano

A dreamy, otherworldly but very rich queen,; doubles with
Policeman - Servant - English Pawnbroker - French Pawnbroker
[The extent of this doubling is a running joke]

Frank Shackleton 26 - Tenor
Very slim, suave and handsome. Unscrupulous exploiter of gay men
and older women.

Balladeer (any age) - Baritone

doubles with Robert Ross 39

Plump, balding, good dresser. Well organised. Iron will beneath
campy manner.

Captain Gorges 33 - Non-singing

A wild flaming dangerous man with a quick temper and no scruples.
Silent film villain. Doubles with

Inspector John Kane 40-ish - Bass

Orchestra:
Violin, Piano
and Tubular Bells off-stage, part 4 only - played by cast member.



Peter Scott-Presland TH E J EWE LS Robert Ely

PART ONE
Prologue
Bare stage.
A small table on which sit the 'jewels' *

and a coupe of champagne. covered with a dark cloth.
To one side, on a stand, is a bottle of champagne in a wine cooler.

During the violin cadenza the BALLADEER enters and
removes the dark cloth revealing the 'jewels' then turns to the audience.
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* The Irish Crown Jewels should be represented by something grotesque
such as a string of pantomime sausages adorned with twinkling lights.
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Aside to audience:

VICARS, now quite drunk, drinks deeply.
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VICARS attempts to dance with FRANK.
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which he holds up in triumph.
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Elaborately, he looks left, then right...

.. another key...
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He steps back over VICARS making to leave....
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...and snatches them triumphantly.
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Silent film (over the Balladeer)
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PART TWO

Prologue

[The actions during the Prologue are mimed to more silent film. EDWARD is a cartoon figure -
pillow under shirt for stomach, obvious false beard, cardboard crown.]

EDWARD mimes instructions to JOHN KANE, of Scotland Yard. (Keystone cop.)
KANE looks everywhere in speeded up motion.

Searches the audience. Stops someone crossing the stage, makes him turn out his pockets,

drop his trousers, cavity search etc. - but comic.
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Allegro spiritoso
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A whistle makes them freeze.
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Eventually FRANK flees off stage, so KANE turns on GOWER,....
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Enter KANE as before - same chase rigmarole. The PAWNBROKER makes a discreet exit.
Come sopra

Silent film.
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FRANK flees off stage Lights fade.
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The BALLADEER leaves, as a French PAWNBROKER enters,
carrying a three balls sign and something like a baguette.

He hangs the sign and comes forward.
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Andante mosso
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The chase unfreezes.
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he slips the Jewels to ROSS - who double takes the audience.... .
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ROSS slowly pushes the card past the chase group,
who take off their hats and bow their heads in respect.

L'istesso tempo
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Scene 5

FRANK is left with INSPECTOR KANE
Allegro giocoso

who takes control in a change of mood.
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KANE pats him down thoroughly. FRANK s ticklish.
Comic business with search inside leg and crotch area.

KANE is astonished at the size of FRANK's member, and corveys this to the audience.
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Each to the other.
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PART THREE

Scene 1

EDWARD V11 enters in a terrible, petulant temper
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He turns away from FRANK - lost in thought.
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PART FOUR

Scene 1

Soft lights fade in on an open grave site

in Le Cimetiére du Pére Lachaise, Paris.
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He places the jewels on OSCAR's chest,
and covers the corpse with the velvet cloth.
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Epilogue

ROSS rises from his knees, removes his jacket and hat, and changes into the BALLADEER's clothes
in fullview of the audience.

1 Whilst he changes, the violinist retunes, then starts the cadenza solo.
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Kane addresses the audience
Spoken:

Frank is buried in Chichester under a false name.
On his tombstone it says ‘He lived for others’.

Gorges, the man who actually stole the jewels,
shot a policeman in 1915 but got off with twelve years.
He threw himself under a train at Edgware Road station in the 1950s.

One member of his family commented,
66 “The least he could have done was use a decent address, like South Kensington station.”
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He turns back towards the grave...
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GOWER & VICARS and
and waltz off.
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The BALLADEER watches them, bemused.
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