FISHING

a chamber opera in one act

Libretto: Peter Scott-Presland

Music: Robert Ely



Cast:

Alfred Douglas : Tenor

65-ish. Shrivelled, wrinkled, bulbous white nose.
Tweeds, wing collar (like Neville Chamberlain)
No trace of the great beauty of the 1890's.

Old Philip : Baritone
79. frail.
A rug over his knees, a book of poems in his hand.

Young Philip : Treble (Counter tenor)
14-ish, handsome, blonde.
He is on holiday. Short-sleeved shirt and Fair Isle sweater, shorts.

Mrs Dalton : Mezzo Soprano
35-40, a working single mother, slightly harassed.

A bare stage, perhaps in the round, with four chairs at the corners of what might be a boxing ring.

The action takes place in the year 2000 [OIld Philip], but then in memory returns to 1935. [Douglas, Young Philip, Mrs
Dalton]. Period indicated by Costume. The singers all sit on the chairs - coming forward into the scene as
required,with the exception of Old Philip, who stays sitting throughout. Hand props are kept by the convenient chair.

Old Philip, at the Millennium, remembers a time in the 1930s when as a teenager he fished off Brighton pier. An old
man (Douglas) struck up a conversation and a friendship blossomed. Douglas invited him to tea; when Young Philip
leaves, he is given a book of poems. Arriving home, he shows his mother the book; she freaks out that he has met the
notorious Lord Alfred Douglas, lover of Oscar Wilde. She makes him promise never to talk to the man again to the
boy’s consternation. Next day, Young Philip snubs the old man. Douglas despairs that, with all his atonement, he will
never be forgiven. Years later, Old Philip is consumed with his own guilt/ingratitude. Regret echoes down the ages.



Fishing

Peter Scott-Presland Robert Ely
Part One:
Prologue
Spotlight on OLD PHILIP
He struggles to read, gives up, stares in the fire. It flickers and fades.
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Colla voce
YOUNG PHILIP takes up position, fishing rod in hand on Brighton Pier,

a small bucket at his feet.
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He pulls the rod in an arc overhead, until it's paralell with the ground behind them,
This is conveyed by their eyes (there is no line on the rod).

And then flicks it high overhead so the line spins out a distance.

He leans over the boy, his hands over the boy's.
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Lights fade to spot on OLD PHILIP
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Lighting change.
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Mellow armosphere -

Scene 4

Tea & cream cakes.
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Colla voce
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Do you like it?
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You make it sound like some filthy hab-it. Like pick-ing your nose.
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Spotlight on OLD PHILIP
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Scene 4

with his fishing rod, he casts expertly.

YOUNG PHILIP again on the pier,
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