
FISHING  

a chamber opera in one act

Libretto: Peter Scott-Presland  

Music: Robert Ely



A bare stage, perhaps in the round, with four chairs at the corners of what might be a boxing ring.

The action takes place in the year 2000 [Old Philip], but then in memory returns to 1935. [Douglas, Young Philip, Mrs

Dalton]. Period indicated by Costume. The singers all sit on the chairs - coming forward into the scene as

required,with the exception of Old Philip, who stays sitting throughout. Hand props are kept by the convenient chair.

Synopsis:

Old Philip, at the Millennium, remembers a time in the 1930s when as a teenager he fished off Brighton pier. An old

man (Douglas) struck up a conversation and a friendship blossomed. Douglas invited him to tea; when Young Philip

leaves, he is given a book of poems. Arriving home, he shows his mother the book; she freaks out that he has met the

notorious Lord Alfred Douglas, lover of Oscar Wilde. She makes him promise never to talk to the man again to the

boy’s consternation. Next day, Young Philip snubs the old man. Douglas despairs that, with all his atonement, he will

never be forgiven. Years later, Old Philip is consumed with his own guilt/ingratitude.  Regret echoes down the ages. 

Cast:

Alfred Douglas : Tenor

65-ish. Shrivelled, wrinkled, bulbous white nose.

Tweeds, wing collar (like Neville Chamberlain) 

No trace of the great beauty of the 1890's.

Old Philip : Baritone

79. frail. 

A rug over his knees, a book of poems in his hand.

Young Philip : Treble (Counter tenor)

14-ish, handsome, blonde. 

He is on holiday. Short-sleeved shirt and Fair Isle sweater, shorts.

Mrs Dalton : Mezzo Soprano

35-40, a working single mother, slightly harassed.
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ

˙ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ

FISHING - Page: 11



°

¢

{

°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

8

fel low- me- lad?- I saw you here yes ter- day- and the day be fore.-

Sir?

f

sf mf sf mf sf mf sf ff

mf f

ff

mf f mf f ff

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

b

3

3

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

. . .>
.

. .>
.

. . .>
.

. .>
.>

.> .>

>
.>

.>
.>

3 3 3 3 3 3 3

&
b

. . .
>

.
. .

>

.
. . .

>

.
. .

>

.
>

.
>

.
>

>
.
> .

> .
>

?

3 3 3 3 3 3

3

&
b

. .
.

0≥

.

0≥

.

0≥

.

0≥

.
.
>

.
>

.
>

.
>

0≥

.

0≥

.

> > >
>

> > > >
.
> .

> .
>

3

?

b

.

. .

. . . . . . . . .>
.>

.>
.>

. . . .

> >
> > > > > >

.
> .

> .
>

3

œ œ
œ

œ œ œ œ

J ‰ œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

R

œ

R

œ

J

œ

R

œ

R

œ ™

J

œ

R

œ ˙ œ œ

J

‰

Œ ‰
œ

j

œ œ

j
‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œb œ œ œb œ œ œn œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb

œb œ

œb œ œ œ
œn

œ

J
‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œb œ œ œb œ œ œn œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb

œb œ

œb œ œ œ
œn

œ

j ‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

b
œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ

b
œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ
n œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œb œb œ œ œb œ œ œb
œ

œn
œ

j ‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ œb œb œ œ œb œ œ œb
œ

œn
œ

j
‰
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°

¢
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°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

15

I

mp

have watched you all week.

cresc.

Do you like fish

mf

ing?-

p mf f

° ° ° ° °

p cresc. mf p

p cresc. mf p

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

lunga

&

‹

b

3

AD & YP freeze

lunga

U

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

AD & YP freeze

∑

U

lunga

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

lunga

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

. . . . . . .
>

lunga

U

?

b

. . . . . . .
>

U

&
b

lunga

U

?

b

lunga

U

3

Œ œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

j

œ

j

˙ ˙ œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ
œ œ

J

œ ˙ ˙ œ

J

‰ Œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

‰

œ
œ
œ

j

œ
œ
œ

j
‰ Œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

j
‰ Œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

j

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ œ œ œ

J

œ œ

J

œ œ ˙

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
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°

¢

{

°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

An

mp

swer- theques tion,- Speak when spo ken- to.

p

Recit.

Molto meno mosso 

q = 60c

Allegro 

q = 126

24

Yes

mf

pp

p
mf p

°

pp

p mp mf p

Recit.

Molto meno mosso 

q = 60c

Allegro 

q = 126

pp p mp mf p

&
b

(From her chair)

lunga

U

∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

AD & YP unfreeze

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

AD & YP unfreeze

∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b ∑ ∑

lv.

∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

. . . . . . .

œn œ œ œn

œb œ œ œb

≈

?

b
∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

?
∑

U

. . . . . . .

≈

œn œn œn œn

œb œ œb œb

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

œ

j

œ

j

œ

r
≈ œ

j

œ œ œ ™
‰ œ

j
œ

œ

j

œb
œ

œb

j

œb

j

˙ œ

j ‰ Œ

œ
Œ

≈

œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

‰

œ
œ
œ

j

œ
œ
œ

j
‰ Œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

j
‰ Œ

≈ Œ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

j

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ

œ

J ‰ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

j
‰ ææ

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ

œ
œ

œ
œ ˙ ˙ œ

j

‰ ææ
œ
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°
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°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

34

I

mp

thought

cresc.

you must, You seem to catch so few Yet

f

still you come.

Sir.

mp

cresc. poco a poco
mf f f

° ° ° ° °

cresc. mf f

cresc. mf f

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

b

3

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

. . . . . . . .

∑

>

?

b

. . . . . . . .

∑ ∑
&

&
b

>

>
>

>

?

b

>
>

>
>

>

Œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

J
œ œ

J

œ

J œ œ

J

œ

J œ œ

J

œ

J
œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

˙ œ
Œ

Œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ ‰

œ
œ
œ

j

œ
œ
œ

j

‰ ‰
œ
œ
œ

j

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

j

‰ Œ Œ ‰

œ

œ

J

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ ‰
œ

œ

J

œ

œ

J

‰ ‰
œ

œ

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

J

‰ Œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

J

œ œ

J

œ œ œ ™
œ

J

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œb
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œ

œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œb
œ
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°
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{

°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

45

I

f

like it ve ry- much You

mf

can lose your self- in look ing- at the waves. And

f

mp p mp

° ° ° ° °

ff
f sfz f mp p mp

ff f sfz f mp p mp mf

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

> >
.

. .
.

.
.

.> .>
.

.
.

.
.

∑ ∑

&
b

> >

.

.

.
>

.
>

.

. .
.

?

&

&
b

.

.
. . .

. .
. .

.
.

.

?

b

.

.
o

. . .
. .

. .
.

.

.

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~

œ

J

‰ Œ

Œ ‰ œ

J

œ
œ

œn

J

œ

j

œb ˙ œ

j ‰

œ

j

œ

j

œ# œ œ<n> ™
œ

j

œ

j

œ#

j

œ

j

œ

j

˙ œ ™ œ

J

œœ
œ

œœ
œ

œ

œb

b
œ œ

œ#

œ# œ

œn

n
œ

œn

n
œœ
œ

n œœ
œ

œ

œb

b
œ

œ
œb

œ

J

‰


œ#

j

œ# œ
œ<b>

˙

˙ Œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ

Œ

œœ
œ

œœ
œ ‰ œ

J

œ

j

‰ Œ

œœ
œn

# œœ
œ ‰ œ

J
œ

œb
œ

j ‰
œ

œn œ œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œb

Œ Œ

œ œb
œ œ

œn œ œ œ œb
œb

œ
œ# œ œn

œn œ# œ œ œ œb
œn œ

æ

œ

æ
œb

œn

J

‰ Œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙b ˙

œn œ œ œ œb
œb

œ
œ# œ œn

œn œ# œ œ œ œb
œn œ

æ

œ

æ
œb

œn

j

‰ Œ
œ œ

œ œ
˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
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°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

55

Am

mf

I both er- ing- you?

p

no one- both ers- you.

sf

mf
f mf

mp p

°

mf f ff mf mp p

f ff mf mp p

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

lunga

&

‹

b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

AD & YP freeze

lunga

U3

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

AD & YP freeze

∑

U

lunga

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

lunga

&
b

> > .
. .

.

.
.

.> .>
.

. .
.

. . . . . .

lunga

.

U

&
b

> >
.

.
>

.
>

.

.
.

?

. . . . . . .

U

&
b

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
.

.
. . .

. .
. . . .

.

lunga

U

?

b

Ÿ< >~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
.

.
o

. . .
. .

. . . .
.

lunga

U

‰
œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J
œ

J
œ

J

œ ˙ ˙ œ Œ

œ

J

œ

J
œ

j

œ

j

˙ ˙ œ

j
‰ Œ

Œ

œ œ
œb œ œ œ œb

œ

Œ

œœ œœ
œb

œ œ
œ#

œ# œ

œn

n
œ

œn

n
œœ
œ

n œœ
œ

œ

œb

b
œ œb

œ

Œ Œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

‰

œ
œ
œ

j

œ
œ
œ

j
‰ Œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

j
‰ Œ

œ
œb œ œ

Œ Œ

œ œb œ
œb

œœ œœ
œb

œ œ

j

‰ Œ

œœ
œn

# œœ
œ ‰ œ

J

œb
œ

Œ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

j

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ

˙b ˙ œ

J
‰

œb
œ

œ
œ# œ œn

œn œ# œ œ œ œb
œn œ œ œ

œ

Œ

œ œ œ

J

œ œ

J

œ œ ˙

˙ ˙ œ

J
‰

œb
œ

œ
œ# œ œn

œn œ# œ œ œ œb
œn œ œ œ

œ
Œ

œ
œ

œ
œ ˙ ˙ ˙
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°

¢

{

°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

An

mp

swer- theques tion,- Speak when spo ken- to.

Recit.

Molto meno mosso 

q = 60c

Allegro 

q = 126

65

Not

mf

at all, Thank you, sir. But to day- I've caught

pp

p mf

°

pp

mp mf f mf

Recit.

Molto meno mosso 

q = 60c

Allegro 

q = 126

pp

mp mf f mf

&
b

lunga

U

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

AD & YP unfreeze

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

AD & YP unfreeze

3 3

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b ∑ ∑

lv.

∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

. . . . . . .

∑

œ œ œ œn

œœ
œ œ

≈

?

b
∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

U
?

. . . . . . .

∑≈

œn œ œn œn

œœ
œb œb

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U

≤ pizz.

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

lunga

∑

U
≥ 0

≤

0

pizz.

œ

J

œ

J

œ

R

≈ œ

J

œ œb œ ™ ‰ œn

J

œ
œ

J

œb
œ

œb

j

œ

j

˙ œ

j ‰ Œ

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ œ œn œ

j

œ ™ œ

j
‰

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ
œ

≈

œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

‰

œ
œ
œ

j

œ
œ
œ

j
‰ Œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

j
‰Œ

≈ Œ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

j

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

‰Œ

œ

J ‰ Œ

œ

œn

œ

œ

œ

œ

n œœ œ# œœœ œn

œœ œ# œœœ œn œ œ

j
‰

œ œ
œ

j
‰ œn

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ

œn
œ

œ
œ ˙œ

œ œ

˙

˙ œ

J

œ

j

‰œ œ
œ

J
‰

œn
œ
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Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

76

So

f

I see. How

mf

long

cresc.

haveyou been here? On

f

the pier to day?

noth

f

ing.-

p

mf
f

° sim.

f p cresc. mf f

f p cresc. mf f

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

b

3

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

. . . . . . . .

∑

?

b
∑ ∑ ∑

. . . . . . . .

∑

&
b ∑

arco

>

>
>

?

b
∑

arco

>
>

>
>

Œ
œ

J

œ

J

˙ ˙ œ

Œ Œ
œ œ ™

œ

J

œ
œ œ œ ˙ œ œ

J

œ

J
œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙

œ

j
œ ™ ˙ ˙ œ Œ

Œ
œœ
œ

œœ
œ ‰

œœ
œ

j

œœ
œ

j

‰ ‰
œœ
œ

j

œœ
œ

œœ
œ

œœ
œ

j

‰ Œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ Œ

œœ
œ

œœ
œ ‰

œœ
œ

J

œœ
œ

J

‰ ‰
œœ
œ

J

œœ
œ

œœ
œ

œœ
œ

J

‰ Œ

‰
œ

j
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

J ‰ Œ ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

J

œ œ

J

œ œ œ ™
œ

J

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

‰
œ

J

œ
œ

œ œ
œ

J
‰ Œ ææ

œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ

ææ
œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œ

œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ
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°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.
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For ward- cast, a lev er?-
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He leans over the boy, his hands over the boy's.

He pulls the rod in an arc overhead, until it's paralell with the ground behind them,

And then flicks it high overhead so the line spins out a distance.

This is conveyed by their eyes (there is no line on the rod).
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see.
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ious heav ens!- I've nev er- put it out so

mp p mp
p

mp
p

p mp p

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑

?#
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

n
n

n

∑ ∑

?#
∑ ∑

&

#
.

∑

?#
∑

. . . .

Œ
˙ ˙ ™

Œ Œ
œ#

j

œ

j

œ#

j

œ#

j

œ œ

j

œ

j

œ#

j

œ#

j

œ

j

œ

j

œn

j

œ

j

œ
œ

j

‰
œ
œ#

j

‰ œ

˙
˙
™
™

œ œb œ
œ#

j
‰

œ
œn

#

j
‰

œ

˙
˙
™
™

œ œ

œ

œ

J
‰

œ

œ

J

‰

œ

œ

˙

˙ ™
™ œ

œ

J

‰

œ

œ

J

‰

œ

œ

˙

˙

#

# ™
™

œ

J ‰
œ ™

œ

J

œ
œ ˙

Œ ‰
œ#

J

œ œ

ææ
æ
œ#

ææ
æ
œ

ææ
æ
œ

ææ
æ
œ#

ææ
æ
œ#

ææ
æ
œn

Œ ‰

œ

J

œ# œ# œ

J
‰

œ ™ œ

J

œ#
œ# ˙

œ# ™ œ‹ œ œ# ™ œ œ œ# ™ œ œ œ ™ œ# œ œ ™ œ œ œ ™ œ œ

FISHING - Page: 31



°

¢

{

°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

50

What's

mp

your bait, lad? No
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good, they dis in- te- grate. You need a phea sant- tail
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be fore.-
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nymph, Or somepop pers- or a wool ly- bug ger.- All

f

good flies and stur dy.- I
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still have some,I

mf f mf f

mf f mf f fz

mf f mf f

mf

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

#

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?#
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

-
.

.

>
>

&

#
?

- . .>
>

&

#

∑ ∑

?#

>

>

>

˙ œ

J

œ

J

œ
œ œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J
œ#

J
œ

J

œ œ

J

‰
œ œn œ

œ œ œ

J

œ

J

œ
˙ ˙ ™ œ

J ‰ Œ ‰
œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ ™ œ

J

œ

œ

# œ

œb

n œ

œn

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ

œn

b œ

œ#

n œ

œn

b œ

œn

œ

œ Œ Œ
˙

˙ ™
™

≈œœœœœ œn œœ œ œ œ œ

J
‰ œ ™ œ

j

œ

j

‰

˙ ˙ ™

œ

œn

# œ

œb

n œ

œ

n œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œn

b œ

œ

œ

œb

n œ

œn

n œ

œ

Œ Œ

˙

˙n ™
™ ˙

˙ ™

™

Œ

œ ™
œ

J

œ

J ‰ ˙ ˙ ™

˙ ™ œ œ œ#
œ

œn
œ# ˙ ™ œ

Œ Œ ≈œœœœœ œn œœ œ œ œ ˙ ™ œ

J
‰ Œ Œ

œ ™ œœœ œn œœ œ
œ œ#

œ
œn

œ# ˙ ™ œ

Œ Œ
˙n ™

œ

J

‰
˙ ˙ ™ œ

j
‰

˙ ˙ ™

FISHING - Page: 33



°

¢

{

°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

66

think. I'll bring them if you like?
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Now
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let's see if you can

Would
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you, sir? That's ve ry- kind.
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do it for your self.
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fore arm.- So
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pull it back.... And ov er....- And flick.... andstop!
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af ter- noon- I cast and hauled And made an oth- er- cast. And I caught fish. The
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q = 132
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sir.
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ver y- good off Brigh ton- Pier.
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die.- That's my bro ther,- sir.
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think you've earned some tea. My treat. And

f

a Chel sea- Bun.
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In that case we will have a slap up-

Oh yes, please sir. I'm rav en- ous.-
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spread. E clairs- and Frenchfan cies.- Cream sli ces!- How
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I love cream

Anddough nuts,- cream sli ces!-
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sli ces!-
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scones with rasp ber- ry- jam. Yes, scones. Of course. How are you on cake? And I.

You mean scones. And cream? I love cake.
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Vic
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tor- i- a- sponge. And

ff

rich moist fruit cake. Mmmm!

With
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cream. And jam. And
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rich moist fruit cake. Mmmm!
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64

ment In Niz ell's- Av en- ue,- in Hove.

mf ff

f f sfz ff

f f sfz ff

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

port.

3

>

>

They travel across the stage. 

Pull up their chairs in the middle.

Lounge to suggest they are in easy chairs.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

. . . .
. . .

>

> >
> >

&

. . . .
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. .
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> >
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&
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> > > > > > >
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∑
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œ
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œ

R
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œ
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Rall.

69

f sfz

f

f sfz ff

Rall.

f mf f sfz ff

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

&
∑ ∑ ∑

Lights fade to spot on OLD PHILIP

∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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‰
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Più lento

q = 48c

Attacca

Rall.

75

In

p

those days we were trust ing.- Wedid what grown ups- told us. We bel ieved- what they said. Wedid as we were told.

p dim. poco a poco pp

p dim. poco a poco

pp

Più lento

q = 48c

Rall.

Attacca

p p dim. poco a poco

pp

4

4
c

4

4
c

4

4
c

4

4
c

4

4
c

4

4
c

4

4
c

4

4
c

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Lighting change.

∑

#
#

#

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

#
#

#

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

#
#

#

? #
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#
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∑
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#

#

?
∑

#
#

#

&
∑

#
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#
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#

Œ ‰ œ
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J

œ
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œ

J
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Ó
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Andante

q = 66c

Colla voce

1

Where

p

are you at school, Phil

mp

ip?-

Lan

mp

cing,sir. I have a scho lar- ship.- My

p

fath er's- dead, We're rath er- poor.

pp
delicato

p pp

° ° ° ° °

Andante

q = 66c

Colla voce

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

&

#
#

#

Mellow atmosphere - 

Tea & cream cakes.

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Scene 4

&

‹

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑

 (ashamed)

?#
#

#
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

#

3

?#
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#
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#
#

#
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A tempo

7

I

p

was Win ches

mp

- ter. We used to play youat cric

poco

ket.- Do

mp

you like it? Lanc ing- I mean.

pp

Yes

mp

sir.

pp
p

mp

° ° ° ° °

A tempo

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

#
#

# >
>

3
3

3 3

&

#
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12

p

Nor

p

did I.

mp

An oth- er- cake? What,

mp

a grow ing- lad like you? Go

I

p

don't like cric ket.- I

mp

could n't-

pp p

° ° ° °

&

#
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#
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&

‹

#
#

#
-

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑
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rall.

16

on. So

mf

what do you like most at Lan cing?-

I

mp

like lan gua- ges- the best.French and It al- ian.- But

mf

Ger man- I

mp p mf

°

rall.

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

#
#

# 3 3

∑

3

&

#
#

#
He takes another cake.

∑

3

3
3

3
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3
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Colla voce accelerando

20

So

mf

do I. Fil thy- lan guage.- Fil thy- peo ple.- Though Hit ler's- right a bout- the Jews.

f

Do

mf

you now. Well

p

hate. I

f

thinkHit ler's- a rot ten- egg.

poco

f
mp

° °

°

mp

Colla voce accelerando

mf f mp

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
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#
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3

3 3
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A tempo

q = 66c

Più mosso - ritmico

q = 84c

24

let's not quar rel.- I

mp

speak French quite well,you know. I

mf

trans lat- ed- from the French.

f

Do

mf

you know of Sal o- -

p

mp mf

° ° ° °

pp mp

A tempo

q = 66c

Più mosso - ritmico

q = 84c

pp mp
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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29

me? So

f

she did. With

mf

sev en-

Of

mf

course. She's in the bib le. Shedid a dance for Her

f

od.-

f

mf mp mf mf f
mp

mf mp mf mf f

mp

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

#
#

#

∑

He stands.... and slowly begins to mime the dance....
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veils, That was in our play. We

f

in ven- ted- it.....

mf
f

mf ff

mf mp mf mp mf f mf ff

mf mp mf mp mf f mf
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q = 66c

38

Would

p

you like to speak French?

mp

Nous pou vons- par ler- en Fran çais

mf

- si tu veux?

Ugh.

mf

No

mp

thank you,sir. I'm on hol i- day.-

pp p pp

° ° ° °

mp

pp

A tempo

q = 66c
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What

mp

else do youlike? Yes? You make it sound like some fil thy hab it.- Like pick

f

ing- your nose.

p

I

mp

like.... I
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like po e- try,- sir.
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Ah

mp

It's

p

just that well- the

mf

other chaps make fun of me. They're more keen on sport and stuff.

p mp mf

° °

mp

p
mp

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

#
#

#

∑ ∑

DOUGLAS  stands

&

#
#

#

?#
#

#
∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

#

∑

. . . . . .

?#
#

#

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑

3

3

?#
#

#

‰
œ#

J

œ ˙

Œ ≈
œ

r

œ

r

œ

r
‰

œ

j

œ

j
≈ œ

r

œ

r

œ#

r
œn

r

œn

r

œ#

r
œ

r

œ

j

œ

r
≈ œ

r

œ

r

œ#

r

œ#

r
œn

r

œn

r

œ# ™

‰ Ó

œ

œ#

œ

œn

n œœ

œ#

#

j ‰ Œ

œ

œ#

œ

œn

n œœ

œ#

#

j ‰

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

#
œ
œœ

œ<#>

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ‹

Œ

œ

œ

#
œ
œ# œ œ#

œ œ
œ œ#

w w œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ‹

FISHING - Page: 60



°

¢

{

°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

50

Rise

f

a bove- them, You're bet ter- far thanthey. The

mf

soulof the ar tist is pure al a- bas- ter- And wreathed

f

in pre cious- am ar inths..-
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Rall.
A tempo

q = 66c
54

But

mp

you will be. You

p

will be. You

mf

show all the signs You're sen si- tive- to po e- try.- and

p

beau ty.-

I'm

mp

not an art ist-

p pp mp più mf mp pp

°

mp mf

Rall. A tempo

q = 66c

mp mf
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Più mosso

q = 72c

Meno mosso

q = 66c

59

Could

p

you say one to me? Whynot? No!

f

No! Nev er!-

Some

p

times,- when I'm fish ing- And I'm get ting- bored I say po ems- to my self.- No. It's sop py.-

p dim. poco a poco pp

° °

p dim. poco a poco pp

Più mosso

q = 72c

Meno mosso

q = 66c

p dim. poco a poco pp
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It is a proud

f

es cutch- eon- A bla zon- of su per- i- or- it- y,- Of

mf

in tel- lect,- per cep- tion- and of soul.
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Like
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f

ff
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Colla voce

q = 60

70

liq uid- am ber- on the breath,Both sword

f

and shield A gainst- the world's hos til- i- ty.- Go

p

on. Say one. For

p

pp
f

° ° °

° °

f

Colla voce

q = 60
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And the day re turns- too soon Yet
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Such
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beau ty,- such beau ty.- Beau tous- an - gel. Hair,spun gold.
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Rich lips,car na- tion red And skin of iv or- y;- white and smooth and fine.
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cite ver y- pret ti- ly.- By ron,- was it not? They called him 'Mad,
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But do you be lieve- in it? But you must, you must.
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Here,
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let me in scribe- it. To Phi lip,- To onewho dreams and longs for what he can not- have.
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I
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think we can ad vance- be yond- "sir" now. Don't you? Call me Bo sie.-

sir, you are too kind. I
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Poco più mosso

q. = 56c
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And
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But she will won der- where you are. And she
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will want that fish.
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doyou live? There
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is a bus a long- the sea front. When I was your age, we had a goat
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cart- My
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Ov ing- dean.-
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I A
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lit tle- cart pulled by a goat. They were all the
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a goat cart?
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That
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will pay for your fare home, Now
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don't for get- your rod and line
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And your fish.
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And
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your book.
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Now go.
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Meno mosso

q = 66

76

And

p

that's the last till Ol ive- sends my next al low- ance.
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Meno mosso

q = 66
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4

4
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Rall.

82

To

p

live on scraps like these! No

p

more bets on hor ses- now for me.
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° ° °
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Adagio 

q = 44c

87

Hey ho.

pp

pp

una corda

° ° ° °

pp p ppp

Adagio 

q = 44c
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Lights change.

Mrs D to centre stage .
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Mrs Dalton

Alfred Douglas

Young Philip

Old Philip

Piano

Violin

Violoncello

Phi

f marc.

lip,- is that you?

Allegro agitato

q = 132c

1

f sfz f sfz
f

° °

f sf p sf f sfz p sf f sfz

Allegro agitato

q = 132c

f sf p sf f sfz p sf f sfz
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∑ ∑ ∑
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She opens her front door.
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Scene 1

Part Two
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&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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Where have you been?
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you'll not be lieve-
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So

p

you

mp

have.

13

Look,
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I've caught some fish.
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We'll

mf

have those for our tea. That's come at the right time. There's noth ing- in the
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house.

f

Look

mf

at you.
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You

f

have them, I'm
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not hung ry.-

mp p
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p
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Jam all round your mouth. What

f

have you been eat ing?- 'Scones'

fp

31

Scones.
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is

f

it?! Where did you learn to speak posh like that?

e = e

37

And

p

jam.

mf

And é clairs.- And cream horns.

f

p
mf mf
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f

did?

45

He took me to his flat in Hove for tea.
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f mf p

f mf p

f mf p
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52

He

f

taught me how to cast a line as well
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You

mp

just flick your wrist like this. It's

mf

ea sy- when you

pp p

p

p mf

p mf

&
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&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

He does so. It looks slightly fey.
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Who

f

did?
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know. I

mp

met this nice man on the pier, He took me home to

mp mp
p

p mf mp mf mp

p mf mp mf mp

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

3

?

&

3

&

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ pizz.

?

pizz.

œn
‰ œ ™ œ ‰ Œ ™

˙b ™ ˙n ™ œ

‰ ‰ ‰
œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ ™ œ

‰

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ
œ

J

œ

œb ‰

œ

œ ‰

œ

œn

n

‰

œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

j

‰

œ

œ ‰ ≈ ≈

œ œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

‰ ‰ Œ ™
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

J
‰ ‰ Œ ™

œ

œb

b
‰

œ

œ ‰

œ

œn

n

‰

œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

j

‰

œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

œ

œ ‰

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

‰ ‰ Œ ™
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

J

‰ ‰ Œ ™

œ œb

J

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œn ™ œ ™ ˙ ™ œ

J
‰ ‰

œ
‰

œ œ
œ œ

‰ œ ‰

œ œb

J

œ

‰
œ œ

‰
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

‰
œ œ

‰
œ œ

J
‰ ‰

œ

‰

œ œ œ œ

‰

œ

‰

FISHING - Page: 108



°

¢

{

°

¢

Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

71

tea. He

mf

was ev er- so in ter- est- ing.- He's

più f

a po et.-
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He

mf

gave me some of his po ems.-
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Look! He signed it for me.
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See.
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and

pp

longs for what he can not- have.

mp

From a -

Poco moderato

q. = 48c
89

To

p

Phi lip,- To one who dreams and longs for what he can not- have.

pp

pp

pp

Poco moderato

q. = 48c
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&
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Mrs D takes the book from PHILIP,
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mouthing the words that DOUGLAS sings
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noth er- fer vid- see ker- aft er- truth. Your

p

friend,...

pp

Attacca

97

see

p

ker- aft
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er- truth. Your
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friend,...
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pp p pp
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Mrs D. turns the page over.
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Come

tutta forza

with me to the bath room.-
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We'll
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run a bath and scrub you clean,
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And

ff

burn this rot ten- filth.

Rit. molto
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If
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Lento

q = 54
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you don't know then I'm not tel ling- you, And put ting- id eas- in your head.

dim al niente
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Moderato

q = 56c

Poco agitato

q = 76c
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Ritard.

A tempo

6

jam and cream. But

p

I had sworn. On fath er's- grave. And that was a migh ty- oath.
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Vivace

q = 144c
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there was no fire to burn it on. I
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res cued- it when her back was turned. And
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Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

13

young fel low- me- lad.- What ho! It's Phi lip,- ain't it?

mf

°

mf
f

mf f

&
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&

‹
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Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

Ritenuto Colla voce

q = 72c

19

I

p

was sor ry- not to

diminuendo

p

pp

mp

pp

Ritenuto Colla voce

q = 72c

p spicc.

pp

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

 There is no reaction, DOUGLAS gradually realises that something is wrong,

and his joviality appears more and more to be whistling in the dark.

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? .
.
. .

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

Take bow.

∑ ∑ ∑

arco

.
.

- - .
.

∑

?

Take bow.

∑ ∑

arco

(open strings

- laissez vibrer)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

∑
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œ œ

œb œ
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Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

a tempo 

ma poco meno

q = 104

Colla voce

q = 72

Ritenuto

27

see you a gain- last year. Our

p

lit tle- feast quite laid melow.Too rich for my sad

pp

mp pp

a tempo 

ma poco meno

q = 104

Ritenuto Colla voce

q = 72

p spicc. pp

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

3

∑ ∑

nervously

3

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑

&

.
.

-

-

.
.

∑ ∑

?

(open strings

- laissez vibrer)

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

. . .

∑ ∑

. .

Ó Ó
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J
œ

J

œ

J
œ
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œ

J

œ

J

˙ ˙
Ó Œ ≈ œ

R

œ

R

œ

R

œ ™

J
œ

r
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œ

R
œ ™ œ
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R

œ
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œ
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˙
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˙
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œ ™ œ
œb

œ
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œ
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O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

Più vivo

q = 100

Colla voce

q = 72

33

sto mach.- No

mp

more cream é clairs- for me. You've

p

learnt your les son- well, I see. That flick of the wrist....

p pp

°

Più vivo

q = 100

Colla voce

q = 72

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

3

3

Pause fo reaction.

There is none.

3

3

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

3

∑

ten.
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Œ Œ
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Mrs. D.

A.D.

Y.P.

O.P.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

Più vivo

q = 100

Andante

q = 66

Colla voce

39

ve

p

ry- good, ve ry- good.

p

And how is school? How is Lanc ing?-

p pp

pp

° °

pp

pp

Più vivo

q = 100

Andante

q = 66

Colla voce

pp pp

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

- -

[no reaction]
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O.P.
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Vc.

Lento

q = 44

Poco più mosso

q = 54c

46

Have you learnt an y- good po ems- this year? Per haps- you have learnt... one of mine...

ppp pp

Lento

q = 44
Poco più mosso

q = 54c

3

2

3

2
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Vln.

Vc.

Andante

q = 66

49

p

Don't

agitato

you remem ber- me? I gave you tea And taught you how to use

p

your wrist

p

pp

p

Andante

q = 66

p pp p

3

2

3

2

3

2

3

2

3

2

3

2

3

2

3

2

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

Still waiting for a reaction.

There is none.

&

YOUNG PHILIP keeps his head down, looking at the sea below, 

but we can see from his rigid back that he is well aware of what is going on.
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Rit. Meno mosso

q = 50c

53

p

To

agitato

get the nymph to fly, the line spin out. We

mp

had é clairs,- re mem- ber?- And

p

French fan cies,-

p

°

pp

Rit. Meno mosso

q = 50c

pp

4

4
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4

4
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Vc.

Allegro agitato

q = 132c

57

dim.

Dough nuts- and cream sli

pp

ces.- Not

f

you too, Phi lip!-

pp
f

°

f ff

Allegro agitato

q = 132c

f ff

&
∑ ∑ ∑

U

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

3

YOUNG PHILIP turns his back more firmly.

DOUGLAS can be in no doubt.

U

∑

An outburst.

> >3
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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64

God, why must you pun ish- me? Still you pun ish- me for for ty- years a go.- What morecan I do?I joined the church,

f

f ff

f

f ff f
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Rob bie- Ross at last. I
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Je sus- take this bur den- from my should ers- This ev
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well My on ly- sin the sin of en vy- of your youth, What did I do Phi lip?- What did I do?
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did to you. I
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Rit. Religioso
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pur est- al ab- as- ter- I was mis tak- en.-
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At least I knew
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an ar tist- when I saw one. Is there no for give- ness,- is there no end to it.
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