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A Chamber Opera

in 

Two Acts

Epilogue to a Gay Century 

 

Libretto: Peter Scott-Presland  

Music: Robert Ely



Setting: 

The time is 2001

  

The foyer to the temporary Greater London Authority (GLA) headquarters 

in Romney House, Marsham Street, Westminster, London.

A large official portrait of Queen Victoria hangs on a wall 

at the back of the stage, dominating the scene. 

Cast:

  

BARRY FOSTER-DARLING: Tenor

103 years old.  On a zimmer frame. Scraggy. Obstinate, self-centred, talkative. 

  

GARY FOSTER-DARLING: Bass-Baritone

98 years old.  In a wheelchair.  Fat.  Quiet but more emollient.  

  

KEN LIVINGSTONE: Baritone  

Mayor of London. Geniality masking a certain smugness. A sharp operator. 

  

MIRIAM MANNING Mezzo-soprano

Livingstone’s PA, and acting Registrar. 

  

A CARER: Actor

GHOSTS: (from previous operas in the series,

pre-recorded as necessary, they probably appear as portraits.)

1. PENNY & WALTER (From 1973: Autumn) - Mezzo & Baritone

2. VALENTINE DE VERE (From 1973: Autumn) - Tenor

3. CORPORAL ROBERT DUGGAN - Baritone

(From 1982: After Sefton)

4. SIEGFRIED SASSOON (From 1918: Front) - Tenor

5. LORD ALFRED DOUGLAS (From 1936: Fishing) - Tenor

6. EDGAR (From 1958: Separate Beds) - Baritone

7. GEORGE MERRILL & EDWARD CARPENTER - Baritone & Bass

(From1912: A Helping Hand) 

8. MAJOR WILDER (From 1982: After Sefton) - Bass

9. DAME JILL KNIGHT - Spoken

(From 1988: Eric lives with Martin & Jenny) 

10. QUEEN VICTORIA & OSCAR WILDE - Alto & Baritone

(From 1900: Two Queens)

11. CHORUS (From 1999: Skin Deep) - S.A.T.B.

Instrumentation: Piano, Viola, 'Cello
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KEN is uncharacteristically nervous, waiting.

MIRIAM, with a clipboard and handbag, is anxious to reassure him.
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Barry

Gary

Vla.

Vc.

it is n't- it? Old.
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Old. Al
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ways- old.

< e = e >
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Pno.
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Vc.

Liv
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ing- in the past, younev er- liked- the new. I re mem- ber- the days of Rock 'n'
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Barry

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

Roll.

mf

You said it did n't- have a pro per- tune,

f

but
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mp mf f f ff

mp mf f f ff

Barry

Vla.

Vc.

that did n't- stop you go ing- to the Ri vo li- Ball room- to chat up Ted dy- boys.
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Vc.

Well,
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you de serve- each oth
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er- - Sit there in your haze of nos tal- gia.- I

p

am for to-

Rall. (colla voce)

Andante 

q = 60c
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Barry

Duggan

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

day.
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Recit - colla voce
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sol dier- fac es- to the front to look life
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Recit - colla voce
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Duggan

Vla.

in the eyes, both
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friend and foe. It

p

will not do, al ways- look ing- back.
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A tempo

q = 60c

Attacca
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The Ghost of DUGGAN appears
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Barry

Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

I've

f

had e nough.-

Allegro

h = 72c
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You
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can

mf

f
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Allegro

h = 72c
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Gary
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Vla.

Vc.
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Come
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back.
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Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.
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must re mem- ber- he's in
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Gary

Pno.

won der- they get cra zy- mad some times.-

lunga
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lunga
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Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

Leave

ff tutta forza

him, he is mine and on ly- mine.

Half tempo

q = 72c
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Vc.
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BARRY, a little down the aisle, 

clutches his chest, breathing very rapidly, 

then collapses face forward.  

KEN and MIRIAM rush towards him, 

the CARER goes to GARY to push him, 

GARY brushes him away.]
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Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

Don't

pp

die, Bar ry.- Please don't let him slip a way.-

Meno mosso, colla voce

q = 54

A tempo

q = 72c
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Meno mosso, colla voce

q = 54

A tempo

q = 72c
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I did n't- mean them.
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Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

We have to have a life to geth- er.-

Poco più mosso

q = 84c

Poco più mosso

q = 84c
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p

delicato

p mp

Poco più mosso

q = 84c

Poco più mosso

q = 84c
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p mp

Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

What oth er- life do we have?

niente
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p pp

p pp

Gary

Sotto voce (sprechgesang)

Dar ling,- I'd do an y- thing. Do

mf

you have al co- hol- in the

Colla voce

q = 84c
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Miriam

Gary

Vla.

Vc.

You

mp

mean med ic- al- al co- hol?- I'll check the med ic- al- cab i- net.-

poco più mosso

q = 92

68

buil ding?-

mp

poco più mosso

q = 92

mp

Ken

Vla.

Vc.

Will

mp

this do? It's a twelve year sin - gle malt.

72

mf mp mf

mf mp mf

Ken

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

Treat

mf

it with res pect.-

Stringendo Più allegro

q = 116c

76
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f sf mf

Stringendo Più allegro

q = 116c
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GARY indicates to the CARER 

to turn BARRY over.

KEN helps as necessary.  

GARY clumsily tips scotch into 
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Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

mp

mf mp
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f mf f mf
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Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

mp p
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Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

I

f

say! He's go ing- to smell like a dis til- ler- y.-
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Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

rath er?- A

mf

drunk Bride groom- or a dead Bride

f

groom.- Come

mp

92

mf f

mf

f ff

mf

f ff

Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

on, my an gel,- my

p

dar ling-

96

pp

mp p p

mp p

Barry

Pno.

Vla.

Is

p

that... Glen farc- las?-
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Barry
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Vla.

Vc.

It
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is! Six ty- per cent!- I feel bet ter- al-

105

p

p

p

Barry

Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

rea dy.-
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Barry

Gary

Pno.

I

mf

must. I must pass it on.
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share you his tor- y,- our his tor- y.
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must show our love.

p

You

pp

Meno mosso

q = 84c
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Barry

Pno.

way.
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Af ter- all what else is there?
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the long run,

A tempo primo

q = 116c

Meno mosso

q = 84c
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In the long run,
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what else is there but love.
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what else is there but love.
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Gary

Vla.

Vc.

You

mf

may be a mis er- a- ble- old bug ger, but your

A tempo primo

q = 116c
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A tempo primo

q = 116c
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Barry

Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

I'd
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rath er- be driv en- to an ear ly-
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my mis
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KEN and the CARER help GARY 

into the wheelchair, then get BARRY seated.

∑ ∑

&

? ?

B

?

?
∑ ∑ ∑

3

3

&

?

B

?

w w œ Œ Ó

Ó

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

w
w

Œ
œ
œ

˙
˙

<#>
Œ

œ
œ#

#

˙

˙

Ó
œ ™

œ#

j

˙

œ ™
œ#

j

œ ™
œ

j
œ

J
œ

w
œ#

j Œ œ
œ
n

˙

˙n

w

w

Œ
œ

œ#

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

w# œ
œ# ˙

œ# œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ# œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ# œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ w w

Ó Œ
œ# œ œ œ œ ˙

Œ
œ
œ
#

˙
˙
#
# Œ

œ

œ

b ˙

˙

n

n

‰

œ

œ

#

#

j

œ

œ

#

#

œ

œ

#

# w

w

w

w

œ

œ

Œ Ó

w

w

#

#

Œ

œ

œ

#

#
˙

˙

#

#

w

w

#

#

Œ
œ

œn

b
˙
˙n

n

w

w

Œ œ

œ

#
˙

˙#

w
w
w
w

w

w

œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ

Œ Ó

œ
œ# ˙# œ

œ ˙ w w œ

Œ Ó

Œ
œ#

˙# œ œ# ˙n w w œ
Œ Ó

=

2001: Hitched - Page 98



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Ken

Barry

Gary

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

Let

mp

182

I'm

p

rea dy.-

I'm

p

rea dy.-

p

°

p

p

Ken

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

them in.

f

186

f

°

f

f

?
∑ ∑

To MIRIAM

&

‹

3

∑

?
3

∑

&
∑ ∑

3

3

?
∑ ∑

&

3

3

B ∑

?
∑

?

MIRIAM goes to a side door to let the press in.
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ect- hit on the house next door and there we were for the whole street to
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couldhave gone to pri son.-
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had him a few times in the black out.- He
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found a lad der,- got us
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al ways- kept our selves- to our selves.- Ne ver- an y- thing- but
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MIRIAM joins GARY and BARRY’s hands

as KEN brings out a large portrait of OSCAR WILDE  

placing it on the wall where VICTORIA was.
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