
A Chamber Opera

Libretto: Peter Scott-Presland

Music: Robert Ely

THE DOG it was THAT DIED



Cast:

Mrs Tish: Soprano

Jack Russell Terrier, quite young. Nervous and highly strung. 

A little ball of compressed energy

Rinka: Contralto

Great Dane. Immense calm and dignity, 

except where the prospect of a walk is concerned

(Mrs Tish and Rinka should not be dog impersonations – 

definitely not down on all fours – but should retain dog characteristics).

Norman: Tenor

A man in his 30's with a history of nervous disorders.

The following are spoken and can be played by the same person:

Thorpe (Jeremy)

Doctor

Newton (Andrew)

(2nd interlude - possibly recorded) :

Jeremy Thorpe: Spoken

Peter Bessell Spoken

David Holmes Spoken

Orchestration:

Harp 

Alto Saxophone 

Tenor Saxophone 

Baritone Saxophone.



Setting:

The opera has several scenes in different settings. 

A low rostrum about 6ft x 3ft distinguishes the human level above the dog level.  

On it a bed and (later) a car seat.

Synopsis:

(The story is told chiefly from the perspective of Norman Scott's dogs.)

Prelude: 

Norman Scott (né Josiffe) reports his affair with Jeremy Thorpe M.P. to

the police.

Part one:  Scene 1: November 1961

Norman Scott’s bedroom at the house of Ursula Thorpe, in Oxted, Kent. 

THORPE has just met NORMAN and taken him to his mother’s house. 

MRS TISH, a Jack Russell, explores the strange smells of the room and

recalls her meeting with ‘JEMMA-DOG’ as she calls THORPE, when she

went to the House of Commons with ‘NORMA-DOG’.  

  

NORMAN settles MRS TISH and goes to bed, THORPE enters the room

and seduces him.  MRS TISH watches from the corner in some distress. 

Interlude: Orchestral. Projections of contemporary newspapers,

November 1961 to June 1962.  Especially THORPE canvassing pics.

NORMAN is heard pleading for his National Insurance Papers.

Scene 2: May 1962

North Devon, the garden of the local doctor.  MRS TISH, high on blood,

has savaged his chickens, her mouth covered in blood and feathers. 

There is a suggestion that her state has been brought on by NORMAN’s. 

Her plea for similar medication is interrupted when NORMAN and the

Doctor arrive to put her down.  She dies. 

Interlude: Orchestral. Newspaper headlines 1962 – 79, focus on the

Jeremy Thorpe trial.  Spoken dialogue (offstage) over the music: THORPE

plots with PETER BESSELL and DAVID HOLMES to kill NORMAN 

Part Two: October 1975

Porlock, North Somerset.  RINKA, NORMAN’s Great Dane, watches

clientele of the Castle Hotel, unimpressed.  She is calm and superior. 

NORMAN has a drink.  He is waiting for ANDREW NEWMAN, the hitman

who is masquerading as his protector.  When he arrives the action moves

outside, into his car and onto Exmoor.  NEWTON shoots at NORMAN,

misses, and kills RINKA by mistake.  He panics and drives off. 

Epilogue:

NORMAN’s lament.  He praises the uncomplicated devotion of animals

over the greed and vicious stupidity of man.  The ghosts of RINKA and

MRS TISH reappear and express their love for him. 
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A bedroom at the house of Ursula Thorpe
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for you to sleep on, so you won't get
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(JEREMY THORPE enters. He has a towel and some Vaseline in his hands.
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Projections:

Newspaper headlines and pictures from November 1961 to June 1962.  

Especially THORPE canvassing pics. 
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go back and ask him for it. 

You’re in a position to get me a new one. 
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I’m sorry to be a nuisance, but I really do need that National Insurance card, 

and you did promise me. Without my National Insurance card,

I can’t sign on to register for work, I can’t claim unemployment benefits, 

I can’t get another job. My money has almost run out, and I’m getting desperate. 
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I’m not well. I can’t model any more, I sweat too much. 

All this stress, not having a job, not having any money, or anywhere to live.  

I’ve got to get that Insurance card back.  

You were my employer.  You were my lover.  

I can’t afford to make up the arrears, it’s hundreds of pounds.  
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spoken - as before

Look, Mr Steel, I haven’t got a vendetta against Mr Thorpe.  

All I want is my card back. In fact, I still love him.  Despite the way he’s treated me.  

I can prove everything I say.  I have the letters… 

  

∑

U

Attacca

b

&
∑

U

b

&
∑

U

b

&
∑

U #
#

˙

˙

˙ œ ˙ œ œ ˙ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙

˙

˙

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

Ó
˙# œ œ ™

œ
œ#
œ œ# œ œ œn œ œ œ# œ#

‰
œn ˙ œ

j
‰ Œ

=

The Dog It Was That Died - Page - 76 



{

°

¢

{

°

¢

Hp.

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

Allegro - declamatory

h = 84c

1

ff bravura mf f

Allegro - declamatory

h = 84c

Hp.

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

5

C

C

C

C

C

&
b

May 1962 - North Devon

The garden of a local doctor.
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Interlude 2

(Passage of time: 1962-78)

The following conversation should be spoken over the music of Interlude 2 (bar 4 onwards); 

It may be pre-recorded. 

Projections of newspaper headlines 1962 – 79, focus on the Jeremy Thorpe trial.

   

THORPE: There is no other solution. 

  

BESSELL:   We can’t just sit and calmly discuss murder in the House of Commons. 

  

THORPE:   There is no other solution. What if Scott sells his story?

I’ll be ruined. He would have to be shot. 

Peter, it’s no worse than shooting a sick dog. 

  

[The Daily Mirror front page quoting that line flashes up] 

  

BESSELL:   It’s a bloody sight worse. Scott may be a shit, but he’s a human being. 

  

THORPE:   In New York, I believe they drop them in the river. 

  

BESSELL:   American rivers are deeper. 

  

THORPE:   I read somewhere in America they disposed of a body 

by covering it in fast-setting concrete. 

  

BESSELL:   If you read about it, they must have discovered it. 

  

THORPE:  [Dejected] Oh. [Brightens] I know! A tin mine! That’s the answer.  

Take Scott to a pub, get him drunk, put him in a car,

take him out on Bodmin Moor, and kill him. 

  

BESSELL:   How? 

  

THORPE:   It’s quite easy to break someone’s neck.  

  

HOLMES:   But what if I only choke him? What if he comes back alive? 

  

THORPE:   You’re right, David. In that case you’ll have to shoot him.

Go through his pockets to remove any ID, drag him across the moor and tip him – 

  

BESSELL:   He’s quite a large man. And there’s bound to be a trail of blood.  

  

THORPE:   You’ll have to mind the shit too.

When you shoot someone they shit themselves, apparently. 

You don’t want to smell of – 

  

BESSELL:   It’ll have to be poison 

  

HOLMES:   Won’t it look rather odd if he falls off his bar stool stone dead?   

BESSELL:   Just apologise to the landlord and ask him where’s the nearest mine shaft?

THORPE:   It’ll have to be a slow working poison.  

Just do your research, David.  

Then find the man to do it.
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th

 October 1975.

The Bar of the Castle Hotel, Porlock.

Norman is drinking nervously at the bar (elevated), a wet umbrella open at his feet. 

Rinka is at floor level, pacing around and surveying the clientele with an air of disdane.

Outside it is raining.
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is a car with lights on,

Poco string.

Più mosso

h = 72c
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wai ting- up the road. Let's see.
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So now she's pret ty- much mine. Is
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Ten. Sax.
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Sop

mf

py?- I don't think so. But
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I do what I am told.

A tempo 

(q = 54)
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sop py- old thing.
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A tempo 

(q = 54)
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An y- thing- for a qui et- life.
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pera- men- tal?- The ver y- i -
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Ped i- grees- can be tem pera- men- tal,- it's the in breed- ing.-

Rinka

Hp.

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

dea.

mp

I am re nowned

mf

- for my e ven- tem per.-

Chil

mp

dren-

24

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&
b
b

b
b

b
∑

3
3 3 3

?

b
b

b
b

b

3 3 3
3

&
b
b

b
b

b
∑ ∑

?

b
b

b
b

b

&
b
b

∑ ∑

&
b
b

b ∑ ∑

&
b
b

∑ ∑

&
b
b

b
b

b

(poco port.)

3

&
b
b

b
b

b
∑ ∑

?

b
b

b
b

b

&
b
b

∑ ∑

&
b
b

b ∑ ∑

&
b
b

∑ ∑

Ó

œn

j
œn

r

œ

r

œ

j

œ

r≈

œ

r

œ

r

œ

r

œ

r

Œ
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ‰ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

Œ Œ


œ

j

˙

˙

™

™

œ

j

œ

œ


œn

j

œ

œn


œb

j

œ

œb


œ

j

œ

œ

œn
≈

œn

r

œ

r

œ

r

œn œn

J

œ

J

œn

J

œ

J

œb
œn ™ ≈

œb

r

œ

r


œ

j

œ

œ


œn

j

œ

œn


œb

j

œ

œb


œ

j

œ

œ


œb

j

œ

œb


œ

j

œ

œ 
œb

j

œ

œb


œ

j

œ

œ

=

The Dog It Was That Died - Page - 159 The Dog It Was That Died - Page - 159 The Dog It Was That Died - Page - 159 



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Rinka

Newton

Hp.

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

love me. I car ry- them on my back.
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I mean, if some one- was to threa ten- you,
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Threa ten- Nor man?- Who's threa ten- ingNor man?- They'd
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bet ter- not.
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I do not trust this man at all.
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What
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man from Can a- da?-
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No,

f

I was n't.-

(Più mosso)

(q = 84c)

(A tempo)

(q = 54c)
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And you were bea ten- up by those thugs.Was Rin ka with you then?
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(q = 54c)
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Allegro

h = 84c
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Norman

Newton

Hp.

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

Let

f

me drive then.

48

I've been on the go all day. This rain is kill ing- me.
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Bari. Sax.

Nor

f

man,- you can't drive.
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I've
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dri ven- trac tors.-

ff

I'll
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get out.

I'll stop here.

p f fp ff

p

f fp ff

f fp ff

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? 3

∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&

&

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑

To RINKA

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

> > >

∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

> >

&

> >

&

> >

Ó œ œ
˙b

˙n

Œ
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ Y

Œ
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ Ó

œ# ˙ ™ w œ Œ Ó

œ

J
‰ Œ

˙ ˙
˙ œ

˙b œ w w œ Œ Ó

w
w

˙ ˙# w w œ

Œ
˙#

œ œ œ

J
œ

j

œ w

˙ œ Œ Œ œ œ œ
˙b

˙ w œ Œ Ó Ó
œ

j

œ

j

œ

Œ
¿ ¿ ¿

œ# ˙ ™ w œ
Œ Œ

œ w ˙ œ

Œ

w œ
˙ œ w w œ

Œ Œ

œ w ˙ œ

Œ

˙<#>
˙ ˙ ˙# w w œ Œ Œ œ w ˙ œ Œ

=

The Dog It Was That Died - Page - 165 The Dog It Was That Died - Page - 165 The Dog It Was That Died - Page - 165 



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Norman
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Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

You slide ov er.- No, don't
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get out, You'll
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be soaked.
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Norman

Hp.

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.
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