1988: Eric Lives With
Martin and Jenny

A multi-media Scena

Music: Robert Ely
Libretto: Peter Scott-Presland



Cast:

Eric: Counter-Tenor or low Baritone (8va basso)
A gay man in his early 30s. Smart casual - check shirt, jeans, wispy moustache.

Dame Jill Knight: Spoken (pre-recorded)

Speaker of the House of Commons:  Spoken (pre-recorded)

Instrumentation: Piano
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PRELUDE
Bare stage with a washing line
and a screen on which to project a slide show.
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SPEAKER: (spoken) The Honorable Member for Birmingham Edgbaston.

Hubbub of cheers and boos.

Insert Slide

DAME JILL: spoken
over hubbub

Thank you Mister Speaker.
Many parents are concerned
About the books in schools,
So-called sex education books,
Which may corrupt our children.

There is shocking evidence in abundance
That children are being encouraged

To be gay and lesbian,

Some as young as five years old.

This is paid for out of the rates,

Against the wishes of the parents.

There is a book called The Milkman’s on his Way.

I will not shock the House by quoting from it.
It shows intercourse in sordid detail

Between an adolescent boy

And his adult male lover.

Haringey Council made a video,
How to become a lesbian in thirty five minutes.
It was shown to mentally handicapped girls.
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SCENE ONE

ERIC appears onstage, with a washing basket.

He puts it down, cleans the washing line,

and proceeds to hang some toddler clothes out on it.
This is stylised, danced, and entirely innocent.
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Eric continues hanging the washing

DAME JILL: There has also been a deal of protest
About Jenny Lives with Eric and Martin.
It shows a little girl of six
In bed with her father and his male lover,
Both of whom are naked.

INSERT SLIDE:

DAME JILL: They all live happily together.
It is terrifying to me
That local councils have been promoting
That kind of stuff.
There is a pile of filth
All paid for by the rates.
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Lights more generally on Eric.
Allegro moderato
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Dance 1: a cruising scene.

Eric standing on a street corner or in a doorway, waiting to make contact.
Men go past and he rejects them. One he fancies, but this one rejects him.

Allegro vivo
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A moment of genuine passion, deep into the eyes.
ERIC strokes MARTIN'’s imagined chin.
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He unties the washing line and coils it in his hand.
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Subito allegro molto

J =132¢

Lento . = 44c

y AW

N

a- tion?...

Subito allegro molto

J =132¢

Lento . = 44c

O

< |

—3—

Eric

Pno.

\

‘e

te fe

< L

70

#
O]

P

a
p-o

h;t #;4- h-e

Pno.

\

0
N
N,
)
HlaN
o
\
IS
briofe i
_ATLH
N
ollell
QL
= s
! o TN
([T
A Y| = v
< Wv LY
w AL
Ole g
=
s
o]
B
AS§
# |-
TN
=
3 Al

Pno.

~C ﬂ >Ll_l
X = ¥
_a K
A ge s
BNY Ll H
_a |4
~C >'1.II_
Y 9]
Ey Y]
&
L) i
o™~ IMI
o
~C I
e o
-y | |
ASLLn| ﬁw
| &N
o
1
' L
NS W
fL= o =
A NS o
~ 1d
NG N

\

(b
V7

Pno.




1988: Eric Lives With Martin and Jenny - Page 120

@
!

=

|/3

>

>

/k\hzg

XUl

Pno.

\

IH‘

=

]
he

[~ e e e ™

b

80
0
P’ A

mf

e b2 o be

Pno.

\

\

[
N
L el Nl
m il
B
L Qb A..rli
— ) A
il
mo .Flg & N
N
o
oleell e
o
N
o
q N
IP{MWV
< -~
o NEe n
o
C
o

ERIC staggers back onto the stage with

a very large doll caught round the neck
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